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VANTAGE 
SPRING 2008 

President’s Message 

VRCBC President Jim Latham and trusty “Greta” 

VRCBC Polo Shirt available from 
www.vrcbc.ca 

Welcome to our latest version of 
Vantage with many thanks to Tom 
Johnston. It is a fortunate club 
indeed that has a renowned 
automotive author to write and 
assemble the newsletter. 

My thanks to the members of 
VRCBC for showing confidence in me 
to be President for the 2008 year. I 
am delighted that several long 
standing members have agreed to 
join me on the Executive. Leading 
that is Past President Evan Williams, 
supported by Vice President Leigh 
Anderson, Treasurer Rachel Nelson, 
Secretary Wes Stinson and 
Competition Director Ivan Lessner.  

In addition, after stepping down 
from Vice President, Ian Wood 
continues as chair of our largest 
single project, The Historic Motor 
Races scheduled for August 16th and 
17th. With the broad theme of 
“Germania” we hope to see several 
German cars we don’t often see as 
well as those that came to us from 
England, Italy, the US, Japan, 
France, Canada (yes Tom!) and of 
course Sweden! The race will again 
generate SOVREN points. 

Many members swore their 
undying support if I took on the 
task; the Executive will be calling on 
all to continue the successes we 
have enjoyed in the past few years. 
Mike Tate is going to do another 
great poster and Bob Smith will chair 
the Year End Gala, jobs these chaps 

have done so well in the past. 
We need to give special thanks 

to our SCCBC colleagues for 
providing us with the opportunity to 
have a Vintage grid on five 
weekends as well as the HMR in 
2008. As well we must say “thank 
you” for the improvements to the 
track that they are orchestrating; 
the changes will indeed make 
Mission a faster, safer and even 
more enjoyable track. New records 
will be set at the Historics. Make 
sure you come if you can to get your 
name and car into history! 

Last year we enjoyed the largest 
grids since I have been a member 
and we are aware of a couple of new 
cars being prepared. The club would 
like to see participation increase and 
in particular would really like to see 
younger drivers join us. The addition 
of last year’s newcomers added 
considerably to the fun everyone 
had. 

We will assign a mentor to 
anyone who wishes to get involved 
and is unsure of the steps. Preparing 
a car to run does not have to be 
excessively expensive, nor does the 
personal equipment have to be 
really costly. And of course the 
SCCBC Driving School is an 
incredible value. 

The club will be examining Car 
eligibility issues in the next month or 
two; this has already generated 
lively discussion. Jim in earlier life 

German Coat of Arms 
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‘Germania’ is our way at the 
Vintage Racing Club of British 
Columbia of celebrating the immense 
contribution that German design and 
expertise has brought to the 
automobile world and especially to the 
international sport of motor racing.  

For one weekend this August, on 
the 16th and 17th 2008, we have invited 
those race drivers and their mechanics 
with German race cars to The River’s 
Edge Road Course at Mission Raceway 
Park (We just like to call it ‘Mission’!) 
to race their German machinery 
against all the rest of the world of race 
cars we can assemble. We have also 
asked all those automobile clubs that 
cater to German cars to come and join 
in the celebration and create displays 
so that everyone can see them. 

What do we mean by German 
cars?  

Well there are many makes that 
qualify . . . Alphabetically . . . Audi, 
BMW, Mercedes-Benz, Opel, Porsche, 
Volkswagen would be the best known 
today but we can’t ignore Daimler, 
Horch, Wanderer, Auto Union, Cyklon, 
NSU, Wartburg and DKW. The DKW 
Sonderclasse indecently has the 
distinction of being the very first car 
that Jim Clark ever raced. He took one 
lent to him out on the Crimond track in 
Scotland. On that occasion Jim came 
second last in a field of sports cars like 
Lotus (with which he was to be 
famously linked) the field totally out 
classed him but was still 3 seconds a 
lap faster than the race driver he 
borrowed the car from . . . potential 
displayed for all to see! 

What are we being ‘maniacal’ 
about . . . what are you likely to see in 
August at Mission either on the track 
or in the paddock? 

 

Audi:  
Founded by August Horch at 

Zwickau, Saxony in 1909. The 
company was taken over by DKW in 
1928. In the depths of the depression 

during in 1932 the company was 
joined by Horch and Wanderer to form 
the Auto Union combine.  

After the Second World War this 
combine was lost to East Germany, but 
1948 saw the company re-established 
in Ingolstadt producing the two-stroke 
DKW. In 1958 the firm was bought by 
Daimler-Benz and in 1965 it was taken 
over by Volkswagen. 

 

BMW: 
The Munich based Bavarian Motor 

Works started producing cars in 1928 
having been an aero engine and motor 
bike constructor. It took over the 
Eisennach built Dixi which made a 
German version of the British Austin 
Seven. It developed beyond measure 
and produced the BMW 328 sports car 
in 1936; this was a car to be reckoned 
with in its day. Once again the 
company lost its output to East 
Germany after the Second World War 
and it was not until 1952 that the 
company started to produce the BMW 
501 in Munich. BMW has pursued a 
very successful racing program and 
you will no doubt be seeing some of 
them on track in August. 

 

Mercedes-Benz: 
Gottlieb Daimler created high 

speed internal combustion engines as 
early as 1885 but it was in 1901 that 
he produced the first Mercedes 
automobile. During the 1920s 
somewhat unadventurous models were 
produced but that all changed with the 
arrival of the fabulous SSK. Mercedes 
established a tradition of involvement 
in motor racing and produced some of 
the most powerful racing cars the 
world has ever seen. Following the 
Second World War the silver Mercedes 
racing cars re-established their 
winning ways. Today these cars from 
Untertϋrkheim are world famous for 
their superlative engineering. There 
might not be many on track at Mission 
but the paddock will see many 
examples on display. 

BMW 

Porsche 

BMW 

Auto Union 1930s LSR car 
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Germania  
 

Mike Tate’s take on . . . ‘What’s in a word?’  
Even when we create words just to suit our needs they must mean 

something. 
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 Opel: 
Adam Opel started with a sewing 

machine business in Rϋsselheim in 
1862 and progressed through the 
manufacture of bicycles to cars by the 
1920’s when they were the biggest car 
maker in Germany! The company 
suffered during World War Two but re-
emerged in the 1950s with General 
Motors in control. 

Now Opel is a part of the GM 
world wide marketing strategy and 
was their European automobile range. 

 
 . . . Last but certainly not least 

we come to the powerhouse of 
Porsche . . .  

Porsche: 
Porsche, like Volkswagen are 

mainly a part of the post World War 
Two era but the two companies forged 
distinctly different paths in their 
marketing strategies; one went to 
sports and racing and the other to 
practical family road transport. 

The Stuttgart based Porsche 
design studio was responsible for the 
design of the VW ‘Beatle’ and then 
went on to develop the wonderful 
Porsche 356 which enjoyed a 16 year 
production life followed in 1965 by the 
ubiquitous Porsche 911. This amazing 
911 design still has ‘cousins’ being 
produced successfully today! Though 
all the initial cars were rear engined 
and air-cooled in the 1970’s front 
engined water cooled cars were 
introduced like the 924 and 944 and 
the superlative V8 powered 928. 
Porsche’s string of race victories 

around the world and at the 24 Hours 
of Le Mans has placed them in the 
history books of motor racing forever. 
There is hardly a place in the world 
where automobiles drive that hasn’t 
seen Porsches winning on race tracks 
and in rallies . . . they will be out in 
force and will surely have their share 
of victories in August at Mission. 

I could go on but all I wanted to 
do was to let you know just some of 
the reasons that we at the VRCBC will 
be celebrating ‘Germania’ on August 
15th and 16th at Mission Raceway Park. 

 
See you at the races! 
 
Mike Tate 
February 
2008 
© 
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Porsche 365 

Porsche 

Mercedes 300 SL at Westwood 

Mercedes display Monterey 1979       1937 W125    1955 300SLR 
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Racing Volkswagen 
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Do any of us know what 
ZDDP is? No, it is not the last 
line of a Polish eye chart. It 
stands for Zinc Dialkyl Dithio 
Phosphate, a lubricating oil 
additive that used to be in 
our oils that we fed our 
engines over the years. I said 
"used to be" as it has been 
slowly removed from our oils 
in recent years due to 
(unfounded) environmental 
concerns. Most oils that we 
have trusted and used 
successfully over the years 
now contain little or no 
ZDDP. Not concerned? Well if 
you have a flat tappet engine 
(most engines built before 
1990 and before roller 
rockers) you should be. 
ZDDP provided a stickiness 
to keep the cam and 
followers lubricated. This is 
particularly important during 
the break in period when 

cam lobes and followers are 
mating. I first became aware 
of this when remanufactured 
mid 1970s Olds 455 engines 
(as used in my GMC 
motorhome) were having 
catastrophic cam failures 
within the first 300 to 1000 
miles. Ouch. 

Now we have to sort out 
what to do. I have some 
suggestions but make your 
own decision as I don't want 
to be responsible for possibly 
ruining your old beater 
engine.  

Some of us went to a 
diesel rated oil which worked 
in previous years but will 
change in 2008 when levels 
of ZDDP will probably be 
lowered more. Check with 
your oil company. 
Check the API code on the 
container. If it says SM, CI-4, 
CJ-4 it is probably not 

suitable. If it says SL, CI, CI-
4+ it is probably OKAY. 
Again, check with your oil 
company as I found some 
discrepancy in which codes 
contained ZDDP.  
Add an oil additive like GMC 
(Chev) E.O.S.,STP Red, or 
Torco MPZ to your normal oil. 
There are many other 
additives which may work 
also so be sure and check 
them out as the container 
labels often fib. 

Good luck. For further 
info - Google - "ZDDP Older 
Engines". A bit outdated but 
worth reading. 
 

Contributed by Bob Smith 

 

Do you know what ZDDP is? 

No knock against Castrol, we 
just happened to have a photo of 
one of their old cans. 
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The S.C.C.B.C. has been given permission to remove the kink and run down the main straight to Turn 1. Paving 
will begin shortly to significantly expand the paved area around Turn 1 and open up a new entry into Turn 1 off 
the main drag strip. No more kink!!! Pit-out will be moved in front of the starter's tower on to the main straight. 

Changes to the turns 7-8-9 complex have also been approved. 

For more information see www.sccbc.net  

Mission upgrades 

Site preparation and grading underway February 14  SCCBC photos 
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BC Racing Legend Passes 
By Tom Johnston 

Jim Rattenbury a legend in 
British Columbia motor sport died on 
December 30, 2007 just short of his 
90th birthday. 

Jim was a formally trained 
mechanical engineer and one of 
those rare engineers who was a 
competent fabricator and mechanic 
and a pretty good driver too. 

One of the earliest members of 
the SCCBC and the second president 
Rattenbury started his racing career 
in 1952 at Abbotsford Airport in his 
Jaguar XK 120. Ultimately, his real 
interest turned out to be as a car 
designer and builder. Rattenbury 
had three racing cars that he 
designed and built himself plus a D-
type Jaguar that he revised to much 
higher standard that the factory ever 
envisioned. 

Jimmy as his wife Connie calls 
him was an engineer and racer right 
to the end. I can remember visiting 
him in his Oakridge area apartment 
just a few years ago. He was 
working on a model boat to which he 
was attaching a two HP motor. 

Clamped to the dining room 
table was a vice, not just any vice 
but the one he made in machine 
shop class at UBC in 1941. 

One of Jim’s cars was a very 
advanced space frame chassied rear 

Jim Rattenbury holds his checkered flag at Spokane Washington in 1958 

 

Rattenbury Mk 2 Porsche 

Rattenbury Mk 4 today 

engined sports racer Road & Track 
magazine thought enough of the car 
to feature it in one of their 1958 
issues. 
Jim gave up car racing a long time 
ago after a serious crash that 
demolished his last car a Genie 
inspired sports race (it was rebuilt 
and is on offer for sale now in 
California for $200,000.00) so not 
too many of today’s racers will 
remember him. I do, he was my 
hero. 

Rattenbury Mk 1 

Rattenbury MK 2 
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The Enthusiast 2005 

The Driver 1964 

The Engineer 1958 

Being interviewed for Tom’s book White Spot Oakridge 2002 

De Dion rear suspension Jim designed and built for the D-type Jaguar 
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Rattenbury equipé at Westwood early days 
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Mike Tate’s ‘Tate á Tate’ 

The Spyker is more than a world 
super car with a royal heritage; the 
Spyker Company also has aircraft 
design and construction in its 
lineage. So does Saab in Sweden 
and so did Bristol in the U.K. but 
what sets it apart is the pure 
essence of craftsmanship and design 
that comes out of Zeewolde in 
Holland. Call it indulgent if you will 
but one cannot deny that this 
company has set out to create its 
own renaissance. 

If you don’t like the pure 
architecture of line and movement or 
the sheer opulence of hand stitched 

leather next to burnished stainless 
steel you might not like the Spyker 
but try as you may, my guess is that 
you won’t be able to resist it. 

Fiercely independent and full of 
pride, the Dutch have offered us 
much to remember them by over the 
years. Tulips, windmills, clogs, the 
gentle canal backwaters of 
Amsterdam and the vicious throat-
punch of ice cold Jenever fresh out 
of the freezer!  

From this diverse heritage 
springs a new renaissance from the 
Spijker family. It is a renaissance 
because coachbuilders Jacobus and 

Uncommonly Dutch, Strikingly Beautiful . . .  
with all the punch of a shot of Jenever! 
Mike Tate tests the Spyker C8 

Hendrik-Jan Spijker built their first 
Benz-engined motor car in 1898, the 
same year they also built the 
coronation coach for the Dutch Royal 
family; little wonder that they stood 
for quality craftsmanship. From the 
very outset they established several 
attributes that the current range of 
Spykers still embody: outstanding 
design and craftsmanship topped off 
with stirring, vigorous performance. 

Eventually Spijker became 
Spyker to make life easier for us 
‘non-flatlanders’. 

The Spyker Company merged 
with the Dutch Aircraft Factory N.V. 
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in 1914 and from that time on the 
Spyker logo has consisted of an 
aircraft propeller and a wire wheel. 
Their Latin axiom, “nulla tenaci invia 
est via” simply means “for the 
tenacious no road is impassable”. 
This is as much a statement of the 
Dutch spirit with which the company 
and its pure passion are inextricably 
wound. 

In 1925 the Spyker Company 
ceased trading, but its name has 
never been forgotten; it was an icon, 
a brand name that stood for 
technologically advanced, exotic and 
dependable cars. That heritage holds 
true today. 

Victor Muller, the Chief 
Executive Officer, will remind you 
that “One of the milestones for the 
company was in 1907 when a 
privately entered standard model 
Spyker 14/18HP Tourer took second 
place in the famous and gruelling 
Peking to Paris race.”  

Maarten de Bruijn, the Chief 
Creative Officer of Spyker, says that 
“the Spyker models with their 
characteristic circular radiators were 
especially successful in the Dutch 
East Indies and in Britain. Spyker 
became known as ‘the Rolls Royce of 
the continent’; today we produce not 
so much a Rolls Royce but an 
extremely high performance, well 
designed and engineered super-car.” 

In October 2000, at the 
Birmingham Motor Show in the 
United Kingdom, a stunned crowd 

saw the unveiling of the Spyker C8 
Spyder. Hand built, it was in the 
best tradition of the old Spykers; 
created by dedicated craftsmen 
using the very best materials 
available. . .let us remember this is 
the same company that once built 
the coronation coach for the Dutch 
Queen Wilhelmina which is still in 
use today. The Spyker C8 Spyder 
was awarded the 2000 Institute of 
Vehicle Engineers design award. The 

company followed this with the 
creation of the Spyker C8 Laviolette, 
coupe with a design reminiscent of a 
modern jet fighter this startling 
vehicle was shown at the 
Amsterdam Motor Show in February 
2001. Subsequently the Spyker 
double 12R, the company’s Le Mans 
endurance racer, was presented in 
Frankfurt in September 2001. The 
Spyker C8 Spyder T, a twin turbo 
variant of the C8 Spyder was also 
launched in September 2003. 

In the twenty four hours of Le 
Mans 2003 Spyker established it’s 
new racing heritage by finishing 
tenth in class with the C8. 

Spyker is so proud of the 
production line at its beautiful 
Zeewolde factory that in a unique 
move they installed a “Spy Cam”! 
This is a dedicated web cam system 
whereby the proud owner of every 
Spyker can observe, anticipate and 
enjoy the manufacture of their car. 
A, digital history of every car 
produced is available to owners and 
dealers of every Spyker produced. 

Let’s take a closer look at the 
C8. . From the moment you lift the 
vertically angled scissor opening 
doors of a Spyker you are 
transported into a world of 
purposeful elegance. The leather 
bound, unique, four spoke “aircraft 
propeller” steering wheel, together 
with beautifully engineered slide 
controls and a stainless steel 
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“external” gear shift, state that this 
car is a very different creature 
indeed. The diamond stitched, softly 
padded Hulshof leather upholstery 
talks to its coach building heritage. 

The Spyker C8 is of light weight 
construction with an 
uncompromising engineering 
package developed entirely from 
scratch. The ultra-stiff space frame 
is manufactured from aluminum 
sheet and extrusions. The 
handcrafted body panels are 
supplied by Coventry Prototype 
Panels from the U.K. where 
craftsmanship is still considered an 
art. 

Spyker has chosen to use only 
the best materials in building the 
Spyker C8. The material of choice 
for the construction of the car is 
aluminum, a complex material that 
requires handling by highly skilled 
professionals to get the best out of 
it, but it gives unparalleled results.  

The chassis of the C8 is built 
from extruded box sections and 
folded sheet. The body panels are 
handcrafted from aluminum sheet of 
outstanding durability and is almost 
as dent resistant as steel. All of the 
exterior details, such as the wing 
mirrors, the beautiful air intakes and 
the wheels, are also handcrafted 
from aluminum.  

Fire up the mid-positioned all 
aluminum Audi V8 engine, with its 
90-degree block angle and natural 
aspiration through its eight injection 

throttle bodies and the power unit 
will rumble purposefully behind your 
back. The engine has four overhead 
cam shafts with five valves per 
cylinder, breathing out through a 
stainless steel 4 into 1 high 
performance exhausts on either side 
of the engine. The transmission is a 
manual six-speed gear box without 
electronic intervention, powering a 
rear wheel drive with a limited slip 
differential and ABS. The aluminum 
space frame carries a fully 
adjustable Formula 1 style 
independent suspension with Koni 
in-board shock absorbers. The 
uprights are CNC machined from 
solid billets of aluminum. The car is 
brought to a halt by a twin-circuit 
brake system pushing six-piston 
aluminum brake calipers at the front 
and a four piston aluminum caliper 
system at the rear. Of course all 
discs are ventilated to keep even the 
hottest head cool where it counts; 
with a top speed of just under two 
hundred miles per hour this is 
essential. 

Perhaps the real question is why 
build this shapely beast at all? Why 
in a world of political correctness 
and restraint build an automobile 
that can so blatantly break the law 
with such delicious abandon? The 
answer lies in the essence of the 
impossible becoming possible. Why 
do so many aircraft and 
automobiles, bridges and buildings 
become objects of desire and 

passion? After all one could quite 
easily design once practically and be 
done with it. Savings in cost and 
efficiencies would abound. 

In a space of sameness there is 
a deep physiological need within us 
to break out, to flee the humdrum of 
everyday; to dream and then 
experience this reality. It all a 
sensual part of design and the 
marriage of form and function that 
dreams and reality are made of. It is 
the very soul of creativity. That is 
why we build the so called dream 
machines from which family the 
Spyker from Holland certainly 
belongs.  

If it’s ‘one for the money and 
two for the road’ how much does the 
Spyker cost? Be assured, as the 
saying goes, “If you have to ask the 
price, you probably can’t afford 
one”. If you’re interested, a growing 
list of dealers worldwide will cater to 
your needs, from the UK to the 
Middle East, from the USA to China. 
It can also be visited on line at their 
website www.spykercars.com . 

 The Spyker is a unique piece of 
Dutch character and engineering 
possessing all the qualities that I 
recognize in the Dutch during my 
many visits to Holland. It is feisty, 
fun and no less exhilarating than 
that ice cold shot of Jenever! Solid 
as the Dutch character and as sexy 
as an evening in Amsterdam; it 
carries the tradition of Markham 
Island with all the Dutch ingenuity 
that put the sea in its place. 

For those whose discerning 
tastes run to the so-called ‘super 
cars’ this is one well worth 
considering; after all not everyone is 
familiar with the marque which in its 
own way is a draw card of delicious 
anonymity unlike owning a 
Mercedes-McLaren for example. It 
poses a question rather than 
providing the answer.  
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Lotus nine 

Lotus 73 Lotus 70 

Lotus 69 

Lotus 19 

Lotus 59/69 

Lotus 18 Lotus 23B 

Lotus 41C Lotus 30 

Lotus seven (early) 

Lotus 15 

Lotus 17 

Lotus 59 
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No driver ever came into the pits and said: Geez, I've got way too much grip” 
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Martin F1 Engine on Display at the Canadian Motorsport Hall of Fame Museum 

 Martin F1 Engine 
Did you know that there have 

been two different F1 engines 
designed in Canada?  

Ted Martin a British engineer 
and Ford tuning specialist came to 
Canada in 19XX to work for General 
Motors in their St. Catharines plant. 

In his previous career Martin 
had developed a three valve 
overhead cam cylinder head for the 
Ford series of four cylinder motors of 
the day. 

This was the time that the FIA 
had revised the F1 regulations to 
allow three litre racing motors for 
the 19XX season. In a fashion very 
similar to that followed by Cosworth 
in their development of the 
legendary DFV V8, Martin designed a 
V8 block assembly to accept two of 
his 1500 cc cylinder heads netting a 
3 litre motor. Several motors were 
manufactured when Martin returned 
to England a few years later. Little 
development was carried out and 
the motor never found its way into a 
real F1 car. 

The other Canadian F1 next 
issue 



Vintage Racing Club of British Columbia, 2132 Everett Street, Abbotsford, BC, V2S 7R9 
Tel: 604 795 0618  Fax: 604 853 5085  Email: info@vrcbc.ca  www.vrcbc.ca 

VRCBC Vantage Spring 2008 

 
About the VRCBC 

Position Name  Telephone Fax  e-mail  
President  Jim Latham  604-853-5065  604-853-5085  lathamconsult@telus.net  
Past President Evan Williams 604-539-9680  604-539-7234  evanwilliams@shaw.ca 
Vice President  Leigh Anderson 604-536-5292 604-536-5292 leighand@shaw.ca 
Race Director  Ivan Lessner  604-538-2713 604-538-4517 a3b66614@telus.net 
Secretary Wes Stinson 604-524-8761 604-438-7045 stinson5886@shaw.ca 
Treasurer Rachel Nelson  604-233-3523    rnelson@harbourair.ca  
Membership  Rachel Nelson 604-233-3523   rnelson@harbourair.ca 
HMR Chair Ian Wood 604-433-4717 604-437-9392 ianwoodesq@aol.com 
Vantage Editor Tom Johnston 604 922 2722   tomjohnston@shaw.ca 
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Club Officials 

 
1960 Westwood newspaper advertisement 

 

The purpose of the Club is to 
restore, race and exchange 
information concerning vintage 
sports and racing automobiles. The 
Club was established in 1976 by a 
group of Vancouver based friends as 
a means of sharing with others their 
enthusiasm for racing and 
appreciation of the incredible vintage 
racing machines of bygone days. The 
Vintage Racing Club supports the 
philosophy of racing competition that 
encourages participation, 
sportsmanship and display of the 
vehicle in its natural state on the 
track. There are no prizes or 
trophies, merely the great 
enjoyment of a well prepared 
vintage racing  

Canada Day at SOVREN 

Crack pit crew on alert 

Tom Johnston Racing 2007 


